
When Hurricane Laura hit southwest Louisiana, Christina Drake 
was re-hired by the Presbytery on a part-time basis to coordinate the 
Presbytery’s response remotely from Pennsylvania where she now 
resides. The unique circumstances presented by a Parade of 
Hurricanes amid a global pandemic have challenged the Presbytery to 
be extra creative in our response. A remote response with time 
constraints was going to require more hands on deck. God saw that 
need and sent an amazing group of women to assist: Virginia Rankin 
(Jefferson PC) Rebecca Lovingood (Westminster PC, Pearl River) and 
Loretta Credo (Jefferson PC).  They now make up the PSL Disaster 
Core Team. Their tireless efforts have allowed us to do so much more 
than we otherwise could have under these circumstances. 

Together the team has been organizing and printing information 
packets to distribute with supplies so that survivors with no access to 
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internet. Rumor has it that when FEMA saw the packet, they were quite 
impressed and asked to have one. The team continually assesses and 
updates the supply needs in the affected areas so that donations may 
be directed where they are most needed. And after each new storm, the 
Core Team made time to check on Presbytery Churches after each 
landfall . . . even as they removed the boards from their own windows 
for the second and third time. 

The team aims to encourage and facilitate Presbytery-wide 
congregational partnerships to provide for our damaged churches (St. 

Andrew PC Lake Charles, First PC Deridder, Westminster PC 
Sulphur, First PC Lake Charles, Faith PC Harvey) and for their 
communities. Their pastors have been doing the lion’s share of 
PSL’s response, even as their own churches and homes were 
damaged. We urge every PSL congregation to reach out in 
some way to offer support as they grow weary. Ask them 
what they need, then find a way to help fulfill one or more of 
those needs. Some need people to muck and gut their 
churches and/or homes. Most are in need of donations to help 
with the cost of rebuilding*. And all are deserving of our 
admiration, our prayers and our time. If you have questions 
about how to help or if you would like to send a group to help 
for a day (or 2), please contact any of the Core Team listed 
below.

*Monentary donations should be sent directly to the churches in 
need, but kindly let the Presbytery know in order to track the amount of 
funds contributed.

PSL DISASTER CORE TEAM:

Christina Drake, Part-Time PSL Disaster Recovery Coordinator 
504-419-5596 christina@pbysouthla.org

Rebecca Lovingood, Volunteer, Westminster PC (Pearl River)
985-640-0615 doty3689@hotmail.com 
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Virginia Rankin, Volunteer, Jefferson PC
504-913-4862  virginwater29@gmail.com

Loretta Credo, Volunteer, Jefferson PC
504-388-3979  lormike99@gmail.com
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